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1.1. disturbance or problems which interrupt an event, activity, or process.
"the schedule was planned to minimize disruption"
Similar: disturbance, disordering, disarrangement, disarranging, interference, upset, upsetting, 
unsettling, confusion, confusing, disorderliness, disorganization, turmoil, disarray, interruption, 
suspension, discontinuation, stoppage, obstruction, impeding, hampering, spoiling, ruining, wrecking, 
undermining ,holding up, delaying ,delay, retardation

2.2.  radical change to an existing industry or market due to technological innovation.
"no industry is immune to digital disruption"

dis·rup·tion

Oxford’s English dictionaries

/disˈrəpSH(ə)n/
Noun

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS918US918&sxsrf=ALiCzsYepbm4QMM7iSe_13Y5ATRQdXsENQ:1658957346329&q=how+to+pronounce+disruption&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOMIfcRowy3w8sc9YSnjSWtOXmPU5eINKMrPK81LzkwsyczPExLjYglJLcoV4pPi4eJKySwuKi0AiVuxKDGl5vEsYpXOyC9XKMlXKADqygdqS1VAKAIASjgcRF8AAAA&pron_lang=en&pron_country=us&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiW9MzagZr5AhW1mmoFHdSYD38Q3eEDegQICxAK


Shifting Perspective

Apollo 8: NASA.gov

http://www.nasa.gov/


One Strange Rock

https://www.natgeotv.com/ca/one-strange-rock





Anthropocene Extinction

Credit: Data by Justin Penn and Curtis Deutsch with illustrations by Yesenia Román
https://scitechdaily.com/unchecked-global-emissions-on-course-to-trigger-mass-extinction-of-marine-life/

https://scitechdaily.com/unchecked-global-emissions-on-course-to-trigger-mass-extinction-of-marine-life/


Carbon Timeline

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/1992-world-
scientists-warning-humanity

Data: International Union for Conservation of Nature  
http://www.bitsofscience.org/climate-change-anthropocene-extinction-drivers-iucn-study-7475/

https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/1992-world-scientists-warning-humanity
http://www.bitsofscience.org/climate-change-anthropocene-extinction-drivers-iucn-study-7475/


Conflict for resources between 
individual interests and the common 
good (society).

- James Hardin, 1968 essay

Tragedy of the Commons

Image: Paul Boyce https://boycewire.com/the-tragedy-of-the-commons-definition/

https://boycewire.com/the-tragedy-of-the-commons-definition/




Call to Action- Urgent, Sustained, Systemic

Equitable climate action for human wellbeing

• Carbon-positive

• Whole-systems thinking

• Leave no one behind

• Physical and mental health

• Ecological stewardship

• Reconsider “ownership” and “the commons”

Credit: Stefan Müller
Greta Thunberg & Luisa Neubauer- Fridays for Future

https://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-framework-for-design-excellence

https://www.aia.org/resources/6077668-framework-for-design-excellence




• Low carbon lifestyle- diet, electric vehicle, human-

powered movement (walking/ cycling)

• Resource efficiency- water, energy

• Waste management- limit single-use disposables

• Local lifestyle- plant a garden, grow pollinators for 

species biodiversity, support local businesses

• Volunteering your personal time or making financial 

donations

Your personal footprint 



• Your professional work 
• Project outcomes and impact
• Personal learning and process change
• Knowledge sharing and shifting ‘business as 

usual’

• Advocacy and activism to align baseline (bare 
minimum) expectations and incentives

• Clients
• Consultants
• Communities
• Policy makers

Your influence (handprint)





Impact of Buildings

https://architecture2030.org/why-the-building-sector/

https://architecture2030.org/why-the-building-sector/


Existing Building Stock

https://architecture2030.org/why-the-building-sector/

https://architecture2030.org/why-the-building-sector/




generate

conserve

absorb

reduce

Start with the Fundamentals, then Build

https://congress.gov/116/meeting/house/110516/witnesses/HHRG-116-IF03-Wstate-HiromotoJ-20200212.pdf

Energy efficiency – zero carbon
• Good smart design

• Passive House strategies- super 
insulated, low infiltration

• Latent site assets
• Shifting and storing energy
• District systems

https://congress.gov/116/meeting/house/110516/witnesses/HHRG-116-IF03-Wstate-HiromotoJ-20200212.pdf




Trust in Market Innovation

WTC Sustainable Development Guidelines
New York, New York





Experiment and Fail Fast

24

HKS Living Labs

Chicago MiamiLondon





Watershed Urbanism

An ideas fellowship

Exhibited at the ECC’s 2020 Venice Architecture Biennale





Additive vs. Subtractive

• INVERT- Try less before more
• Triage
• Words matter: clean, carve, reveal

• EXPAND- Think add and subtract 
• add diversity by subtracting racism)

• DISTILL- What’s at stake? 
• What are you really solving for? 
• Embrace complexity but strive for the essence. 
• Subtract information and accumulate wisdom.

• PERSIST- keep subtracting

More is not always better

https://www.leidyklotz.com/

https://www.leidyklotz.com/




Relearning what we’ve forgotten

Nature and Indigenous Culture as Teacher

https://milkweed.org/book/braiding-sweetgrass

• Indigenous wisdom
• Scientific knowledge 
• Teachings of plants
• Botanist trained to ask questions of 

nature with the tools of science. 
• Potawatomi Nation

https://milkweed.org/book/braiding-sweetgrass
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